	RESOLUTION TWO:  ON EMBRACE BALTIMORE

WHEREAS the Baltimore Baptist Association, its sister associations surrounding, the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware, and the Southern Baptist North American Mission Board are this year wrapping up a multi-year partnership to recharge and extend Baptist work for the Kingdom of God in Baltimore known as “Embrace Baltimore”; and
WHEREAS these years have seen Baltimore Baptist churches challenged, strengthened, and multiplied as tens of thousands of prayer partners have been enlisted, thousands of volunteers have been mobilized from several states, hundreds of persons have responded in faith to the message of Christ, scores of mission trips to Baltimore have been mounted from churches all over America, several new churches have been started, and untold ministry has been done in Christ’s name in and around Baltimore; and
WHEREAS most of the clearly called, extraordinarily gifted Embrace Baltimore staff have already gone on to new ministry assignments as the Baltimore Association itself plans and executes its transition to a new structure and understanding of its mission; and
WHEREAS Embrace Wilmington is already in its beginning stages, and dreams are being dreamed for doing ministry, reaching people, and planting churches in the other major metropolitan areas of our two-state convention; and
WHEREAS we recall with reverent thrill that Paul himself set us the example of reaching a region by focusing Kingdom efforts on a major urban center so that the gospel could spread from there to the entire surrounding countryside (Acts 19:8-10); now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED that the messengers to the Baptist Convention of Maryland and Delaware meeting in Towson, MD on November 8 -10, 2009, proclaim their praise to God the almighty for the cooperation, the ministry, and the missionaries he has sent and used among us for these last few years during the official effort known as “Embrace Baltimore”; and be it further
RESOLVED that we embrace with hearty agreement the words of Bob Mackey, Executive Director of Embrace Baltimore and Director of Missions for the Baltimore Baptist Association, when he said to the recent annual meeting of the association that “embrace Baltimore” had moved from being a noun to being a verb, from being a specific effort to being an ongoing passion; and be it finally 
RESOLVED that we recommit ourselves as a state convention of Baptist Christians to filling the great cities of our two states with the life-changing message of Jesus Christ.
